for educators & learners: introduction to

phonicfpelling
EVERYTHING to Know (Now) about Teaching & Learning
American-English Phonics & Spelling

Language Learning Levels & Skills = Pre-Literate to Beginning Reading & Writing:
Beginning to Advanced Spelling & Vocabulary

honics is a method for teaching speakers of English to read and write the language.
It encourages learners to correlate (associate) the 40 or more sounds of spoken
American-English with the 26 written letters of the alphabet. When “decoding” an
unfamiliar word with the phonics method, new readers try to put the sounds of the
letters together to produce its approximate pronunciation. Conversely, when they
attempt to spe// a new item from its sounds, they choose the letters or letter
sequences most likely to result in correct—or at least recognizable—orthography.

Though not without controversy in elementary education, the phonics approach has
almost always proven beneficial in the development of reading and writing fluency.
Both native speakers of English and speakers of other languages, most of which include
a nearly one-to-one correspondence between letters and sounds, express frustration
with the sound/spelling system of English. Despite its complexity, however, there are
useful phonics and spelling patterns and rules. Everybody learning and using English

can profit from an understanding of the system—not only children preparing to read
but also adult new readers, learners of English as a second or new language, and
anyone that needs to read and write. With effective help, everyone can learn to:

« differentiate between letter names and sounds in phonics or pronunciation instruction
« recognize familiar vocabulary in print without having to memorize its spelling

 "sound out” new items with regular spellings: check their pronunciation in a dictionary
» make “educated guesses” at the spelling of words they hear and can repeat clearly

« notice the exceptional spellings of words they'll need to "sight read” or memorize

« use knowledge of phonics and spelling to facilitate language learning in general

Following are suggestions for effective language activities and games designed to teach
or learn English phonics and spelling. Most require little or no preparation or correction.
At skills levels ranging from pre-literate to advanced, all the ideas can add variety,
motivation, cooperation, and/or competition to the language classroom, tutoring
situation, learning group, and/or individual study. Though the wording of the instructions
is directed at educators and facilitators, learners will be able to follow many of the
steps on their own. In fact, teaching can become learning—and learning, teaching—not
only in phonics/spelling but in many aspects of language acquisition and improvement.

Introduction to phonicfpelling = fanik'spelwm, by Elaine Kirn-Rubin & Arthur E. Rubin




EVERYTHING to Know} . 1=:% ™
(Now) about "
TCGChing & Lear'ning tg e
American-English = ==t T
Phonics & Spelling [@ai®y,

[creative ideas for effective language activities and games]

Language Learning Levels & Skills = Pre-Literate to Beginning
Reading & Writing; Beginning to Advanced Spelling & Vocabulary

ﬁlEthOI‘S Activity Ideas A to N ‘ page

'
dltor Out with the Old, M-m-m Good, Full of Goodies, Messages | 3
FAQs = Frequently Asked Questions (with Answers) | 4-5

for educators & learners: introduction to phonicfpelling: | 6
EVERYTHING to Know (Now) about Teaching & Learning
American-English Phonics & Spelling

phonic[pelling: Table of Contents 7-8

A = a or /e'/ or /e1/ phonic[pelling Vocabulary | 9-10

B = be or /bi’/ Language-Sound Awareness | 11-12
C = c or /si'/ Starting Out with Alphabet Letters | 13-14
D = d or /di’/ The Names of Alphabet Letters | 15-16

E = & or /i*/ or /i/ Initial Letters in Words | 17-18
@) s F = &f or /ef/ The Sounds of Initial Consonants | 19-22
o)

i @) | 6 = je or /d3i’/ Initial-Consonant Words in Categories | 23-28

r '

i g

H = ach or /e'tf/ Initial-Consonant Clusters | 29-36

I =1 or /a'/ or /ai/ Practice in Initial Consonants & | 37-42
Blends with Fifty (50) Word Reference Lists

J = ja or /dze’/ or /d3er/ "Word Family” Spelling Patterns | 43-52
K = ka or /ke’/ or /kei/ Rhyming-Word Sets | 53-58

phonicfpelling: EVERYTHING to Know (Now) about Teaching & Learning American-English Phonics & Spelling 7
ISBN 978-1-934637-37-1 For more Info, go to www.Z2learn-english.net. E-mail: ESL@ 2/earn-english.com.




Activity Ideas L to Z‘ pages

L = él or /el/ Phonetic Symbols for Sounds | 59-64

= ém or /em/ Simple (One-Letter) Vowel Sounds | 65-72
with Eight (8) Word Reference Lists

a or /e/ or 0 or /a/

or a or /er/ or 6or /
3/ or i or /a/or ... M
= Aalla

et N = &n or /en/ Complex (Two-Letter) Vowel Sounds | 73-82
Sinple Vowel with Seven (7) Word Reference Lists

O = 6 or /0"/ Spellings of A// Vowel Sounds | 83-94
with Sixteen (16) Word Reference Lists

P = pé or /pi’/ Final Consonants & Blends | 95-108
with Seventy-Six (76) Word Reference Lists

Q = kya or /kyu"/ phonicfpelling in Syllables | 109-120
with Seventy-Eight (78) Syllabic Word Reference Lists

R = a: or /ar/ Word Parts = Roots + Affixes | 121-130
with Forty-One (41) Prefix, Root, & Suffix Word Reference

S = & or /es/ Spelling by the Rules | 131-142

with Ten (10) Exercise & Puzzle Types and
Twelve (12) Spelling-Rule Word Reference Lists

T = te or /ti'/ Homographs & Homophones | 143-158
with Word-Pair/Group Reference Lists
with Twelve (12) Spelling-Rule Word Reference Lists

U = @ or /u"/ Compound Words & Phrases with “Closed/ | 159-176
Solid,” Hyphenated, and "Open” Compound Vocabulary Lists

i fpel

usy Y

g S V = vé or /vi'/ Word Puzzles & Games: Word Search, | 177-188
AL -2l | Crosswords, Pyramids & Ladders, Word Wheels/Hubs, Rebuses,
Mazes, Dot-to-Dot, Hangman, Letter-Cubes, Spelling Bee

W = dibalyi or /dabolyu”/ Card Packs & Games: | 189-204
Matching/Sequenced Cards, Letter-Spelling Cards, Letter-
Domino Cards + Instructions for Eight (8) Card Games

I br ¢ ch cl cr d

Vbr oo ot o a X = éks or /eks/ phonicfpelling 6rid & Board Games: | 205-214
' Bingo/Lotto, Path-Boards, Letter-Spelling 6rids, Scrabble®

Y = wi or /war/ The 6Game of Knowledge: phonicfpelling | 215-220

Z = z& or /zi’/ phonicfpelling Summary & Final Quiz | 221-224

More FAQs = So what came before phonicfpelling? | 225-232
So what goes along with phonicfpelling?
Language Legacy Everything to Know (Now) About . . .

8 Table of Contents for phonicfpelling = fanik'spelwy, by Elaine Kirn-Rubin & Arthur E. Rubin




